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ÅSmall Farmers (up to  $ 250,000/yr*)
ÅVery Large Producers (more than $ 500,000/yr)
ÅBoundary Organizations
ÅInstitutional Arrangements
ÅMaster Mind Groups
ÅCommunities of Interest/Learning
ÅAg Consultants/Techs
ÅSerendipity

* as defined by the USDA
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- Bernhard-Henry Levy



Rationale

ÅThe climate-agriculture literature has mainly addressed small and 
medium sized farmers because of their large numbers and 
perceived greater vulnerability 

ÅHigher economic impact research may require exploring new 
strategic alliances for reaching very large producers 
(> $500.000/year)

ÅWe hypothesize that engaging this group will require research into 
models that are in use in other agricultural production areas, where 
alternatives to public extension  exist

ÅThis study will add to the literature in that ςwhile a great many 
studies are focused on small and medium farmersτthere are less 
that address very large*, high impact producers (some good 
examples are from Southeast South America)



Agricultural stakeholders and 
boundary organizations



Different stakeholder groups may 
require diverse boundary organizations 



Research objective

To identify factors that may enable or 

hinder climate forecast use in 

adaptation to climate variability by very 

large commercial producers by 

comparing two case studies with 

different environmental, socioeconomic, 

and institutional characteristics  



Study Areas

ÅSoy
ÅWheat
ÅMaize
ÅCattle

ÅMaize
ÅBlueberries
ÅStrawberries
ÅCitrus
ÅPeanut
ÅTomato
ÅSugar Cane
ÅOrnamentals
ÅMany others

The vast majority of 
CƭƻǊƛŘŀΩǎ ƴŜŀǊƭȅ ппΣллл 
farms are classified as 
small farms.Calculated on 
an area or on an economic 
basis, nearly 90% of all 
Florida farms are small 
farms.

Large farms 
In Brazil and Eastern
Paraguay are over 
200 ha in size
(although they are not 
the  Largest farms in 
the countries



South America site:
Homogenous agriculture


