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How Planning for Sea Level Rise Creates Flood Insurance Reductions 
The Georgia Context

Series 300: Public Information Activities

Measures Maximum CRS credits available

Map Information Service: community must provide inquirers with information 
(not shown on the community’s FIRM) about areas that are predicted to be 
susceptible to flooding in the future due to sea level rise

20  

Hazard Disclosure: local real estate agents must disclose to prospective buyers a 
property’s potential for flooding due to sea level rise

8 

Series 400: Mapping and Regulation

Measures Maximum CRS credits available

Program Prerequisite: community must demonstrate that it has programs which 
minimize increases in future flooding

Prerequisite to become a Class 4 or better 
community

Program Prerequisite: community must be using regulatory flood elevations in 
the V and coastal A zones that reflect future conditions, including sea level rise

Prerequisite to become a Class 1 or better 
community

Floodplain Mapping: community’s regulatory map must be based on future-
conditions hydrology, which means that flood discharges associated with a fully 
developed watershed must be used and must be created without consideration 
of projected construction of flood detention structures or hydraulic 
modifications within a stream or other waterway

160  

Stormwater Management: community’s stormwater program must regulate 
runoff from future development

380  

Stormwater Management: community’s watershed master plan must manage 
future peak flows so that they do not exceed present values

315 

Series 500: Flood Damage Reduction Activities

Measure Maximum CRS credits available

Floodplain Management Planning: flood hazard assessment and problem 
analysis address areas likely to flood and flood problems that are likely to get 
worse in the future

Step 4 (assess the hazard): community planners must review, analyze, and 
summarize data from existing flood studies to assess the sources, frequency, 
extent, and causes of flooding
Step 5 (assess the problem): community planners must assess the impact of 
the flood-related hazards identified in Step 4 on the community

Step 4: 35
Step 5: 52

Georgia laws that may further sea level rise 
protection

Coastal Marshlands Protection Act (CMPA)

• Protects the state’s coastal marshlands which help with flood control 
and provide habitat for wildlife.  

• Requires that the Coastal Marshlands Protection Agency of the 
Department of Natural Resources issue permits to property owners 
before they can fill, drain, dredge, or otherwise alter marshlands along 
the Georgia coast 

Connection to sea level rise measures in CRS

• Open Space Preservation (Series 400), which awards up to 1,450 
credits for communities that preserve open space in the floodplain, 
provided future development, fill and materials storage are prohibited 
on these parcels

• Up to 120 credits for shoreline protection programs that protect or 
restore channels and shorelines to their natural state - credit based on 
shoreline protection practices put in place by property owners or on 
protection requirements embodied in local regulations.

Erosion and Sedimentation Act (ESA)

• Regulates land-disturbing activity, such as clearing, dredging, grading, 
excavating, transporting, and filling of land, which may result in soil 
erosion.

Connection to sea level rise measures in CRS

• Potential for ESA’s requirements to integrate with some of the 
measures found in Series 400. For example, a community’s adherence 
to state-mandated regulation standards may qualify for bonus credit 
under Series 400.  

• Additionally, a community may qualify for credits for erosion and 
sedimentation control regulations under Section 450, which includes a 
maximum of 40 credits for erosion and sedimentation control 
regulations. However, a community is only eligible for this additional 
credit if the state mandate exceeds the requirements for a NPDES 
permit. 

Shore Protection Act (SPA)

• Protects sand dunes and beaches along the Georgia coast.

• Requires property owners to obtain a permit for certain activities and 
structures on the beach , such as construction of a structure that will 
alter the natural shoreline topography and vegetation.

Connection to sea level rise measures in CRS

• Natural Shoreline Protection (Series 400), which awards up to 120 
credits for communities that allow natural channels and shorelines to 
follow their natural processes and to encourage natural shorelines 
that provide water quality benefits for runoff.  

• Communities following SPA regulations are unlikely to be credited for 
this natural shoreline protection measure under current regulations. 
However, a community that adopts stricter regulations or that makes 
it a dedicated practice to not issue any permits that affect natural 
shoreline protection may be eligible for credit under this measure.


